Revelation 12-14
Thursday 20th March

We are now at the mid point of Daniels 70th week on our consecutive examination of the book of Revelation.

This is only one way of examining the book and we are not going to be dogmatic, please refer to your previous notes as to the approach and sequence we have examined so far.

On your “Hagee” chart we are –
Revelation 12:1

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars.  NKJV

The Greek word translated “appeared” is horao – meaning to be perceived with the eyes, bodily sight.

The Greek word translated “sign” is semeion – meaning sign/symbol.

The Greek word translated “great / wonder” is teras – infers it has an effect upon those who observe it.

The Greek words translated here as great sign, or wondrous sign are often translated on the gospels as “miracle”.
John is seeing with his physical eyes a symbol in heaven of things happening on the earth.

1) The woman will flee into the wilderness which is on the earth (Rev 12:6)

2) The manchild will be caught up (raptured) to heaven from the earth at its deliverance (therefore the woman must be on the earth) Rev 12:5

3) When the dragon is cast to the earth he will persecute the woman Rev 12:13

4) The earth will help the woman and swallow up the flood from the dragons mouth Rev 12:15-16

Who is this woman symbolizing?
1) Isaiah 54:1-6, Jer 3:1-14, Hosea 2:14-23 – a married woman is often used to describe whom?
2) As the Bible recognises three groups of people the Jews, the Church and the Gentiles. As the church is raptured and the woman on earth she will not give birth to the church. Which of the remaining two groups is she likely to give birth too?

3) In the story of Joseph Gen 37:9-11 the sun, moon and twelve stars symbolized what?

Rev 12:2 she was with child and she cried out in her pangs of birth, in anguish for delivery. RSV

The words translated “travail” and “pangs of birth” is actually the Greek word for “pained”. The word is used elsewhere in Revelation to describe the pains that the nation of Israel goes through throughout the tribulation.
The woman is a symbol and the birth is symbolic – symbolic of the pains the nation goes through in carrying the seed of those to be redeemed from the nation.

Twofold Purpose of the continued travail in the latter half of the tribulation week

1) Deliverance of the manchild in the middle of the week Rev 12:2-5, Jer 30:6-9; Dan 12:1

The nation will be in great pain because she has made a covenant with the Antichrist for 7 years for her protection against the great whore Babylon and the 10 kings of the Revised Roman Empire.
The redeemed 144000 will be raptured in the middle of the week because they are not deserving of the tribulation following the breaking of the covenant by the Antichrist.

The antichrist will be defeated in his purpose of destroying Israel by the “tidings out of the north and east” Dan 11:44-45 (Eastern European and Asiatic nations who will league to stop the superhuman successes of the antichrist)

The antichrist will be preoccupied defeating his new enemies and will then gather all the nations he has conquered to stand against Israel at the end of the week when Christ will suddenly come Zech 14.

2) Deliverance of the woman at the end of the week. Micah 5:3-4; Joel 3:1-21
The result of the travail will be the conversion of Israel Zech 12:10-14; Rom 11:26-27; Rev 19:11-21

Revelation 12: 7-17

Where is Satan cast out from?

What are the three things that enable us to overcome Satan? v11

What was his activity in heaven?

What is his first purpose on earth?

What is his second purpose on earth?

How does he go about achieving his second purpose?

Who gave the woman wings? What does this remind you of?
How long is she nourished in her place?

Verse 14 – do all of those represented by the symbol of the woman have to flee?

What is the nature of God towards the woman?

Other Biblical prophecies about the persecution, flight, and protection of the woman during these times:
Isaiah 16:1-5; Isaiah 63:1-5; Psalm 60:6-12; Ezekiel 20:33-44; Daniel 11:36-45; Hosea 2:14-23 (Petra is a place in the wilderness to which Israel will flee); 

Various Interpretations of the Man Child

Man child is the Christ –


“He came from Israel” – but so did many other males

“Rule with a rod of iron” – this means with authority and power which could apply to every raptured or resurrected saint.


OT saints will reign with Christ Ps 149:6-9;Matt 8:11; Jer 30:9


Church saints will reign with Christ Matt 19:28; Rom 8:17; 1 Cor 4:8



The 144000 Jews will reign – Rev 7:1-8; Rev 12:5; Dan 7:18



The tribulation saints will reign – Rev 20:4-6

He is caught up to Gods throne – John is actually seeing a rapture in the middle of the week, not Jesus’ ascension, and Jesus is already in heaven

Man Child as the Church

Some believe the church is the manchild and Christians are the woman, stating that the church will be raptured but the majority of Christians they believe are not in the church will be left to escape to the wilderness.

Some believe that the manchild is the church because they have interpreted the 7th trumpet to be the last trump which is blown at the rapture 1 Thess 4:13-18


However there are many trumpets during the tribulation, after the 7th.

Man Child as the Bride Part of the Church

Some believe that not all the church are full overcomers so only a select company of believers from the church are the Manchild.


This leaves two questions 

Are the body of Christ and the Church the same? The 

assumption above implies they are not the same. However see Eoh 1:22-23; Col 1:18-24



Are there two classes of people in the Church?

The argument that there are two classes of people is based on the overcomers described in Revelation 2-3.
The whole church is the body of Christ Eph 1:22-23; 5:26-27

Christ is not going to receive His body in two parts?

Man Child as Holy Spirit Baptized People

Some believe that only Christians who have received the baptism of Holy Spirit will be raptured in the middle of the week, whilst other Christians will remain till the end of the tribulation as the woman.

This is based on their understanding of the parable of the ten virgins and 1 Cor 12:12-13 being used to argue that only by being baptized in the Spirit are we part of the body of Christ.

My understanding – The Man Child are the 144,000
1) The woman is a symbol of the nation of Israel as we have discussed

2) The manchild being part of Christendom does not make sense if there is a rapture.

3) The child is raptured as soon as it is born, otherwise the dragon would have killed it. The only company at this stage of the tribulation of living saints, sealed and marked are the 144,000. They are in heaven throughout the last 3.5 years.

4) Revelation 7 & 14 show the manchild as the 144000 of Israel
a. The companies in both chapters are the same, they are sealed on their foreheads and unique in number

b. Their history is only complete when both chapters are considered.

c. They are the firstfruits (14:4) a term always used in the OT in connection with Israel. Saved during the first 3.5 years, more to be saved and become the great multitude in the last part of the week
d. Sealed for protection throughout the seven trumpet judgements.

e. Privileged to sing a (secret) song of their unique experience in heaven Rev 14:103, making them distinct in history

Revelation 13:1-7
Who is rising from the sea? When will we know him (Dan 9:27)
The beast has features “like” – symbolic language. Daniel 7:6-8 describes the old Roman Empire, many say that Revelation predicts a Revived Roman Empire (EU) but  technically that would require ten nations to be ruled by one man from Rome.
What has to happen before the beast can appear? The formation of the league of 10 nations (Revised Rome). Dan 7:24

The Antichrist will begin to take control of the ten kingdoms during the first three and half weeks but will not be seen as a beast coming out of the sea of humanity until the middle of the week. This will be a recognition of his authority, he will appear from obscurity and it will be quick. Daniel saw the little horn rising so quickly among the ten nations that he was bewildered by it Dan 7:7-8, 19-24. He will reign over one of the kingdoms of the ten for the first 3.5 years until the middle of the week and then over the 10 for the last 3.5 years. During the last 3.5 years his throne will be in Jerusalem Dan 11:45

Who yields his power, throne and great authority too the beast?

Who worships the dragon and the beast?

Power of the beast:-

1) to blaspheme God – Dan 7:8,11,20,25; 11:36 Rev 13:5-6

2) to overcome saints – Rev 7:9-17; 14:13; 15:24

3) to overcome the Jews – Dan 7:21; 12:7; Rev 13:7,15

4) to conquer many nations – Dan 7:8,20-24; Rev 13:7

5) to destroy Mystery Babylon – Rev 17:12-17

6) to overcome and kill the two witnesses – Rev 11:7

7) to change times and laws – Dan 7:25

8) to understand mysteries – Dan 8:23

9) to protect the Jews as long as he desires, and also to do as he desires against them Dan 9:27; 2 Thess 2:4; Rev 11:1-2; Rev 13:1-18; Rev 19:20

10) to cause deceit to prosper Dan 8:25

11)  to control money and riches in his own  – Dan 11:38-43

12)  To cause great deceptions 2 Thess 2:1-12; John 5:43; Rev 13:1-18

13) To do according to his own will – Dan 11:36

14) To work signs and wonders – Dan 8:24; 2 Thess 2:8-12; Rev 19:20
15)  to control religion and worship – Dan 11:36

16) To control kings as he wills Rev 17:12-17

17)  To make all other nations fear him Rev 13:4

18)  To fight against Christ – Rev 19:11-21; Dan 8:25

19)  To reign 42 months – Rev 13:5

20) To control the lives of all mean in his realm – Rev 13:12-13

Titles of the Antichrist:-

1) Antichrist

2) The Assyrian

3) The king of Babylon

4) The spoiler and the extortioner – Isaiah 16:1-5

5) Gog, the chief prince of Meshech – Ezekeil 38,39

6) The “little horn”

7) A king of fierce countenance – Dan 8:23

8) The prince that shall come – Dan 9:26-27

9) The king of the north – Dan 11:36-45

10) The man of sin – 2 Thess 2:1-12

11) The son of deception

12) The wicked – Is 11:4

13) The beast – Rev 13; Dan 7
