Revelation 14-16
Thursday 27th March

PSALM 19:7-11

Rev 14:6-7

Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth — to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people —   saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water."   NKJV

Before the commencement of the second 3.5 weeks God is still sending warnings so that people may escape eternal damnation. In this passage and angel FLYING and preaching the everlasting gospel.

Is this a supernatural messenger?

To whom is the message to be delivered too?

What are the three parts of the message?

Rev 14:8
And another angel followed, saying, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." NKJV

The city of Babylon will be destroyed under the coming 7th vial judgement at the end of the week Rev 16:17-21; 18:1-24. 

Why would God send a message to the people of Babylon 3.5 years before the judgement was to come?

Rev 14:9-12

Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand,  he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."  Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. KJV

What will happen to those who worship the Antichrist or take his mark?

The torment of those who have worshipped the Antichrist will be seen by who?

Why is the angel sent to warn people of this judgement?

Taking the mark of the Antichrist, worshipping him and worshipping his image is likely to shipwreck all conscience and faith in God, yielding to demon possession, and becoming the habitation of all that is foul and unclean. This message is a solemn warning to spare people during the latter part of the tribulation and for all eternity

Rev 14:14-16

Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud,"Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped. NKJV

Some think this is the harvest of those believing in Christ during the latter part of the tribulation, however it is more probable this is the harvest of those who die for the sake of the Antichrist at Armageddon.

John sees Christ sitting on a cloud this is associated with his Second Coming.

The passage reminds us of the parables of wheat, tares and dragnet.

This is the last reference to the title Son of Man.

Reasons why this is the harvest at Armaggedon as opposed to the tribulation martyrs:

1) The Son of Man reaps the harvest – He executes judgement upon those who harm His people

2) Christ is wearing a golden crown – representing His kingship and rule over His eternal kingdom which comes after Armageddon

3) The harvest is reaped after the fall of Babylon hence coming after the second angels message and the seventh vial.
4) The sharp sickle is mentioned in Joel 3:9-14 which pictures Armageddon

5) The phrase “time has come to reap” shows that Christ has delayed the reaping until all have had opportunity to repent before the last act

Revelation 15
In verse 1 the word sign is used to denote the symbolism of the events. This chapter is an introduction to the final judgements.

Seven angels – redeemed men (John is encouraged not to worship one of them because he is a fellowservant, and of the brethren of the prophets – Rev 19:9-10; 22:8-9. He is expressly called a man Rev 21:17

Seven vials/bowls are received containing the final seven plagues.

The sea of glass has been seen before in Rev 4:1-6, what does it depict?

Was the sea occupied in Revelation 4? Therefore are those seen here raptured during the tribulation?

Who was not allowed to enter the heavenly tabernacle?

Revelation 16: 1- 12
Rev 16:2 Plague of boils – first vial/bowl – Exodus 9:8-12

Who is affected by this plague and may we assume that the other plagues only affect those so identified?

When this plague affected Egypt no one could stand upright due to the pains in the joints, and licked the dust of the earth. This was not like having a spot just on the nose.

The plague FELL i.e. suddenly appeared.

Rev 16:3 – one third of the sea is turned to blood – probably the Mediterranean around the kingdom of the Antichrist 

What effect do you think this would have upon people living by the shore?

Rev 16:4-7 – rivers turned to blood 

Why is this plague sent?

What effect do you think this plague would have upon the land and its inhabitants?

Rev 16:8-9 – plague of great heat
What effect does this plague have, and why has it not occurred with the earlier plagues?

Rev 16:10-11 – plague of great darkness – ninth plague of Egypt Ex 10:21-22

When this plague arrives it appears that men will still be suffering the effects of the first four vail/bowl plagues.
Do kingdoms outside the kingdom of the Antichrist escape this plague? Has this type of thing occurred before?

Rev 16:12 – plague of the River Euphrates frying up – a precursor to the battle of Armageddon.

Revelation 16:13-16
This passage like the Rev 7 describing events to come with the 7th seal, and Rev 10- 11 describing events to come with the 7th trumpet is a description of what is about to happen during the outpouring of the 7th bowl.
What do the frogs represent?

Out of whose mouths are the frogs appearing?

What is their purpose?

Revelation 16:17-21

The seventh vial/bowl is not fully described in this passage as it is continued in Rev 18. This vial/bowl will complete the judgement of God and therefore include the coming of Christ.

Ending the 70th week of Daniel and the start of “the day of the Lord”.

What occurs during this judgement?

Which city is “the great city” that is divided?

Are other cities and territories affected?

Has such an earthquake ever happened before?

