The chronological revelation of Christ as contained in the book of Revelation

Revelation 1:19 “Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this”. NKJV
Revelation 1:19 "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later”.  NIV

If there is a therefore we must look at what it is there for.

If there is a thereafter, we must look at what it is there after.

So far we have covered:
· The characteristics of Christ as found in Rev 1

· The church age as contained in Rev 2-3 – those things which are now

· Two comings or one? An overview of rapture and second coming scriptures outside of Revelation. 
We are primarily studying the book of Revelation but we need to take a look at Daniel to put things into the time frame we are currently considering. Without going into too much detail Daniel has a vision recorded in Daniel 7-9. In Dan 7:13-14, 18 he foresees the second coming of Christ and the beginning of the millennial reign. In the previous verses and the chapter following he sees things which affect history about to affect Israel AND the also the tribulation. In Dan 8:15ff Gabriel comes to interpret the vision to Daniel Dan 8:19, 26-27. We then have Daniels great prayer and Gabriels second visit to expand on the revelation as contained in Dan 9:24-27 depicted below 
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Heptads – weeks of years

Literal - understanding of prophecy.

General rule -o treat all prophecy as literal unless it is clearly meant to be pictorial.

The prophecies relating to Christ’s First Advent were very literal e.g. consider Isaiah 53, Psalm 22

We have so far looked at the rapture at the end of the church age, we should note there are a sequence of raptures to help us understand the difference. We will look at the ones following in future weeks.

Those asleep in Christ + OT saints to be joined by those alive in Christ


The tribulation saints Rev 6:9-11, 7:14, 20:4

The manchild – the redeemed Jews 144000 Rev 12:5

The two witnesses Rev 11:12
Who was raptured in the Old Testament?

John 14:1-3 – Jesus’ only implication of a rapture

Luke 21:34-36 – counted worthy – why is it a snare

1 Thess 5:1-11 specifically v 9 – not appointed to wrath

Revelation 4 & 5
Rev 4:1-2 – come up here – like a trumpet – things which must take place after this (the church age), in the Spirit.

A picture of the rapture as foreshadowed by Johns being taken up into to heaven, 
The 24 elders are representative the resurrected OT saints and church raptured into heaven to see Jesus fulfil the judgements that are to come.
Why might we conclude with other scholars this chapter is a prophetical foreview of the rapture

1) Marked change in Gods attitude  toward humanity – from mercy (Rev 1-3)  to judgement (Rev 6-19 Daniels 70th week)

a. Lesser Tribulation Rev 6-9:21

b. Middle Week Rev 11:14 – 13:18

c. Greater Tribulation Rev 14-19

2) The words church and churches are never mentioned in the book of Revelation after Rev 3:22 except Rev 22:6-21

3) The enthroned elders representative of the raptured saints are always seen in heaven after Rev 4:1

4) There is no scripture to suggest that the church is on earth during the tribulation week.

5) In Revelation 4-19 if the church was present on the earth during the tribulation you would see the characteristics of the church, which are not to be found. However, the characteristics of the Jewish nation are clearly seen, but note the Jewish nation is not seen in Rev 1-3. Whilst Revelation is written in Greek the thoughts and idioms are Hebrew (just a few listed below)
a. Matthews gospel (the Hebrew gospel) there are 92 quotations & references to the OT, in Hebrews there are 102, in Revelation there are about 285

b. Lamb is used to describe Christ 27 times after Rev 1-3, but not at all in Rev 1-3. Outside of the book of Revelation it is only used in John 1:29, Acts 8:32; 1 Peter 1:19
c. The Lion of Judah and Root of David are Hebraic terms for the Messiah

d. The seals, trumpets and vials are a partial repitition of the plagues on Egypt, and are the fulfilment of scores of prophecies concerning Israel and her enemies in the latter days. Such prophecies were not made about judgement on mankind for their treatment of the Church

e. Daniels 70th week will concern Israel, just as the 69 weeks before Christ concerned Israel

6) The scriptures we looked at earlier, counted worthy Luke 2`:34-36, not appointed to wrath 1 Thess 5:1-11 and the Antichrist is withheld by the church 2 Thess 2:6-8 suggest the rapture must take place between the church age and tribulation Rev 4 & 5 is the natural place to picture this. There is no other place in Revelation for the rapture of the church to be depicted other than Rev 4 & 5.
Revelation 4

Rev 4:1 – the heavenly door – heaven is literal and real, the door is literal Rev 11:19; 14:15-18; 16:1,17


Meta touta – after these things – the thing that preceded was ?

Rev 4:2-3 – the heavenly throne – the Father like “jasper and sardine stone”

Centre of all activity of the rest of the book


Can God be seated and confined to one place?


Can the human spirit be in the body and in heaven?


Is there a day when man can see God face to face?

The word throne is used 173 time in the Bible, over 40 of them in Revelation it is a literal place, and is more than a mere representation of sovereignty or power. Rev 3:21 the centre of all activity Rev 22:1-5
Rev 4:4 – the heavenly elders – occupying literal thrones


Dan 7:9-10 the thrones were set in place and the court was seated

Crowned with crowns – who in sciptures are crowned, and who are not?


Are angels ever seen seated on thrones or wearing crowns?


Who wears white raiment in Revelation?


If the elders are not angels they must be what?


Are they redeemed?


Who is included as redeemed men in scripture?


Why 24?

Rev 4:6a – the heavenly sea of glass


Which is before ?


Is unoccupied here but large enough to contain what Rev 15:2-4?

Rev 4:6b-8 – the heavenly living creatures

· Sometimes translated “beasts” zoa – not redeemed men, or seraphim, or cherubim, or angels.
· They are unique beings

· Their purpose


Rev 4:4-8 – drawing attention to the holiness of God


Rev 5:8-10 falling down before the Lamb


Rev 5:8-10 – singing and playing harps


Rev 6:8-10 – officiating in a priestly capacity


Rev 6:1-8 – calling for the horsemen


Rev 15:7 – giving the vials to the angels

