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Literal Babylon - Revelation 18:1-24

The word “Babylon” is used 283 times in Scripture and generally in connection with Israel. Only once is it used as symbolic in Rev 17:5

There are many scriptures that point to the future rebuilding of Babylon and its destruction. The fact that it is used symbolically in Rev 17 does not mean it is symbolical in Rev 18.

There is to be the destruction of a literal city called “Babylon” under the seventh vial judgement Rev 16:19, for no earthquake could destroy a religious system, all the other cities destroyed under this vial are literal so why not “Babylon”.

Thirty Scriptural proofs that Babylong will be rebuilt (courtesy Finis Dake)
Most of the following points are found in Isaiah 13:6-19, Jeremiah 50-51; Revelation 16:17-21; Revelation 18-19:3 other scriptures are listed as appropriate

1. Babylon will be overthrown as God overthrew Sodom & Gomorrah  – this has never been fulfilled
2. Babylon will never be inhabited after its final overthrow 

3. Arabs will never dwell there again 

4. Shepherds will never dwell there 

5. The final overthrow mist be immediately followed by blessings on Israel 
6. The stones of Babylon were not to be used for building purposes again – they have been used again

7. Babylon must be in existence in the future “day of the Lord” 

8. Babylon must be destroyed under the seventh vial and at the second advent of Christ or in “the day of the Lord” by a supernatural destruction 

9. Babylon is to be destroyed at the end of the great tribulation when the planets are affected Matt 24:29-31
10. Babylon is to be totally desolate and all sinners destroyed out of it forever

11. Babylon is to destroyed at the time the world is punished for its sins at the second advent

12. Babylon is to be destroyed when Christ comes with His armies of heaven to fight at Armageddon

13. The site of Babylon is to be one of the openings of hell on earth where men will see the wicked in everlasting burnings – thus the site of both the first and last great apostasy against God, as well as the rebels of all ages, will be an everlasting monument of Gods wrath Isa 14:9-17; 66:22-24

14. On the desolate edges of this hell hole will dwell the wild creatures of the desert

15. Babylon is to be destroyed in the day of Israel’s final restoration and blessing at the second advent

16. Israel is to rule over her oppressors in the day of Babylon’s final destruction Isaiah 14:1-4

17. The generation of Israel who enters the Millenium will sing a triumphant song over the future king of Babylon, the Antichrist, who will have persecuted them Isaiah 14:3-27

18. Babylon is to be “suddenly” and in “one hour” destroyed

19. Babylon is to be a world commercial center after the rapture of the Church Zech 5:5-11. The thirty items of commerce in Rev 18 are unlikely to be figurative

20. Babylon must be again a world political center
21. Babylon must again be a world religious center

22. Babylon’s latter day sorceries will deceive much of the world 2 Thess 2:9-15

23. Orders for the martyrdom of saints during the great tribulation will be from this city

24. Babylon must be burned with fire

25. Babylon must be destroyed by an earthquake

26. Babylon mist be thrown down in violence

27. Babylon must never be found after her destruction

28. Babylon must sink into the earth

29. Babylon must be destroyed by God, not man

30. Babylon’s destruction must be followed by the millennial reign of Christ

A brief study of the history of Babylon will show she will be rebuilt and become the center of power for Satan and satanic worship. The old Babylon was partially destroyed by Sennacherib, Earshaddon rebuilt it, the Medes and Persians took it in Daniels time. There are many historical texts that tell us the city was not fully destroyed after Alexanders reign. Babylon has been rebuilt many times even if not exactly on the same spot. The current city of Hillah a few miles south has been built from the stones of the ruins of Babylon and this city could become large enough to encompass the former site of Babylon.
Revelation 18:1-3

After these things – tells us that literal Babylon will be dealt with after Mystery Babylon mentioned in Rev 17 and come under the seventh vial as mentioned in Rev 16, She will be the habitation of demons, and the hold of every foul spirit – its inhabitants “spiritists”.

Revelation 18:4-8 God alls His people out of Babylon

Revelation 18:9-19 Lamentation over the destruction of literal Babylon by


Governments


Commerce


Maritime World

Revelation 18:20 Rejoicing over the Destruction in heaven

Revelation 18:21-24 – Violence of her destruction

The Marriage of the Lamb

Revelation 19:1-10 Parenthetical

This passage is understood to be in parenthesis. The fact that is given after the vial judgements, but will be fulfilled in heaven when all the tribulation saints and the two witnesses are raptured at the end of the Week, reveals its position in the book as in parenthesis. Also the return of Christ will take place at the seventh vial or soon after, and the marriage supper will take place before He comes.
The multitudes in heaven are giving glory to God for the judgement of the “great whore” and the smoke of the judgement of literal Babylon is rising up. The whore of Revelation 17 was destroyed 3.5 years earlier and her smoke would not be still rising.

We see the elders and the living creatures for the last time in the book of Revelation., and the sound of the great multitude before the angel shows John the bride.

Where is the supper going to take place?

When is the supper going to take place?

Why can John not worship the angel?

Reveltaion 19:11-16 The Second Coming of Christ

Where is He coming from and too?

How is He coming?

What is His appearance?
What are His titles?

For what purpose is He coming?

Who will He command?

Reasons for a Pre Millenial Second Coming

1. The Antichrist, who is confessed on all sides to be pre-millenial is destroyed by the brightness of Christ’s coming (Rev 19:11-21; 2 Thess 2:8
2. The coming of Christ is immediately after the tribulation Matt 24:27-31. The tribulation is just before the Millenium Zec 14; Matt 24:15-31

3. When Christ comes He will separate the tares and the wheat, as the Millenium is after this seperation  He must come before.

4. The same conditions existing as in the days of Lot and Noah which must be post Millenium

5. The millennial kingdom will be a literal kingdom and not just the exaltation of the Church, or the continuance of a converted world

6 The resurrections prove a pre-millenial coming, as only the righteous will be raised before the Millenium, for they are to live and reign

7 When Christ comes, Satan is bound, in which state he will remain during the Millenium

8 The Jews will be restored and regathered when Christ comes Matt 24:31

Signs of the Second Coming

1 The Revised Roman Empire and Revived Grecian Empire Dan 2:38-44;7:23-24;8:20-25; 11:33-35

2 The revelation of the Antichrist after the Revised Roman Empire, and rapture of the church

3 The Seventieth week or the seven years of covenant between Antichrist and many Jews Dan 9:27

4 Partial regathering of Israel Ezek 37:12-21

5 Travel and increase of knowledge Dan 12:4

6 All the signs of  Matt 24-25; Luke 17:22-37

7 The rapture of the church

8 Cry of peace and safety in the unbelieving world 1 Thess 5:1-9

9 Great apostasy and terrible moral conditions 2 Thess 2:3; 1 Tim 4:1-5

10 Increased operations of Satanic powers 2 Thess 2:9-12; Rev 13:1=18; Dan 8:20-25

11 Great deceptions and delusions

12 The outpouring of the Holy Spirit

Manner of His Coming

1 Parousia – personal coming, immediate presence, arrival, advent or return

2 Phaneros – to shine, be apparent, to appear publicly

3 Erchomai – to come

4 Epiphaneia – advent, appearing, brightness, to give light, to become visible

Revelation 19:17-21 The Battle of Armageddon – the Great Supper of God
Armageddon – har = a mountain or range of hills – Meggido = rendezvous. Entrance to a pass across the Carmel mountain range.

Only used once in scripture although the battle is mentioned many times.

The likely HQ on the Antichrist when he comes down from the north having conquered Russia and Germany Ezek 38-39 the countries to the east of the old Roman Empire, and he will wait for Christ to set His feet on Mount Zion. The Jews will be safe in the wilderness. Somehow the Antichrist has lost his control in Jerusalem during the last part of the Week while personally directing his armies in the North.

Is this a normal war?
Who is on the side of Christ?

Who is on the side of the Antichrist?

What is the purpose of the battle?

How long will the battle last? Zech 14:1-14
Results of the Battle of Armageddon

1 Total defeat of the armies of the earth and the spirit forces under Satan

2 All the vast armies of the nations will be destroyed Ezek 39:2, Zech 14

3 These armies will be carcasses for 7 whole months

4 The beast and false prophet will be assigned to the Lake of Fire

5 The devil and angels will be consigned to the bottomless pit

6 Blood will flow upto the horses bridles
7 Israel will be delivered and vindicated and Gods eternal kingdom will be set up
Destroyed by brightness, angels, saints, hail and rain from heaven, Jews, the beasts army slaying each other, fire brimstone from heaven, consumption of their own flesh, by the rod and sword of Christ’s mouth 2 Thess 2:8; 1:7-1; Matt 24:27-31, Zech 14; Jude 14l Ezek 38:21; Rev 19

Revelation 20:1-15 The Millenium
Revelation 20:1-3 Satan bound

Revelation 20:4-6 Millenial Reign

Who will reign with Christ?

Who then will be in the second resurrection?

What shall our role be?

Revelation 20:7-10 Satan’s rebellion crushed

Where has Satan been during the millennium?

Who will he find to join forces with him, are not all under Christ’s control?

Pre millennial Gog & Magog Ezekiel 38-39 already destroyed, post millennial host of Gentiles from east and west are mentioned here.

Where will Satan end up? What is the difference between the place he was and the place he is going too?

Revelation 20:11-15 The Great White Throne Judgement

Earth and heaven fled away at the “face” countenance, appearance of God.
Who will be judged?

On what basis will they be judged? Rom 2:12-16; John 12:47-48 & Rev 20:1115

Conscience, law, gospel, Book of Life

What is Hades and why is it cast to the Lake of Fire?

Gen 42:38; Num 16:30-33; Deut 21:11; 2 Sam 22:6; Ps 55:15; 116:3; Isaiah 14:9; Luke 16:19-31; Eph 4:7-11

How long will the judgement be for?
Revelation 21:1-8 All things made new

Harmonize these scriptures Rev 21-22; Isaiah 65:17; 66:22-24; 2 Peter 3:10-13 purified, renovated by fire – fire does not cause things to cease to exist.

2 Pet 3:10 “ in which (day of the Lord) the heavens will pass away” – pass away = parechomia = to go by or away in the sense of transition from one form to another. The renovation will end The Day of the Lord and begin the Day of God.

20:11 fled – to provide no hiding place for the dead, figurative speech

Isaiah 65:17-19 – the new heaven and the new earth

1 bought into existence in a new state

2 new people will be called to rejoice forever

3 Jerusalem to be created a rejoicing and her people a joy an eternal covenant

4 God will rejoice in the eternal city and their will be no crying or weeping in this place

Isaiah 66:22-24 God assures Israel they will be an eternal earthly people

Revelation 21:2,9-10 The Bride of Christ

Is the city the Church?

Are only NT saints the bride of Christ? Hebrews 11:7-16,40

Is the NT Church now married to Christ?

Bridegroom = numphios = young married man Mark 2:19-20

The OT saints will not be made perfect without the NT saints Heb 11:40

Rom 7:1-6 Paul tells the Roman Jews that they could become married (present there and then) to Christ

The NT often refers to as “joined” to Christ which in those days meant married
Betrothal is as good as married.
As part of the Bride of Christ, we are part of the New Jerusalem in all its described beauty.

Revelation 21:11-27 for your own study

Revelation 22:1-5 The Lambs supply and government
If there is going to be no sickness why do the leaves of the tree need to bring healing?

Revelation 2:7 Who is entitled to eat of the trees?

How would you describer the Lambs supply of water and food?

Revelation 22:6-11 The time is near
Revelation 22:18-21 A warning

Take care in interpretation. Do not be dogmatic. Balance everything with the full revelation of scripture. Admit it when you don’t know.

