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Introduction

The book of Revelation is a work of profound theology, but overall, it is the Revelation of Jesus Christ (Revelation 1:1) and any commentary cannot neglect

this fact; it pervades all understanding of the book. Christ is present in visual representations, in titles used of Him, and functions ascribed to Him (Guthrie,

1987, p. 39).

The aim of this essay is to expand on the stated purpose of the word revelation which is translated from the Greek word apocalypsis. That word has resulted in the book being referred to as “The Book of the Apocalypse” with a tendency for people then to think devastation, doom, “the end” and enter into a state of fear. Apocalypsis, however literally means “to take away the veil” i.e. “the visible appearance of one previously unseen” (Finis Dake pg25). This essay will discuss the final unveiling of Jesus Christ as given in the book of Revelation and what that should mean to us.
Overview

There are many facets to God which when we enter eternity we will forever be saying “holy, holy, holy” as each one is revealed. The same is true of Jesus, and Jesus through John in this book opens up some of the faces/facets of Jesus’ person that help us live in godly fear and awe, and give Him the worship He deserves.

Revelation gives us glimpses of facets of Jesus’ person as He describes
· the resurrected Jesus, the Son of Man Rev 1:18ff
· Jesus in heaven,  Rev 1:17ff, Rev 4
· His passion for the church and His oversight from heaven Rev 1:20ff
· Christ the gentleman Rev 3:20

· the Lamb on the throne Rev 4&5

· the authority to release judgment Rev 6-9
· His return for Israel Rev 8-14 and Christ as the Harvester Rev 14:14-16
· Faithful and True One Rev 19:11 who makes righteous judgments 

eyes of flame and fire Rev 1:14, 2:18, 19:12

He who has a tongue as sharp as a sword Rev 1:16, 2:12, 19:15, 19:21
· King of Kings and Lord of Lords Rev 17:14, 19:16

· The rewarder of works Rev 22:12

· The One who is coming quickly Rev 22:20
The Resurrected One.
John opens up for us a very different picture of Christ from the one we read in the gospels. No longer are we reading about a Christ who is restricted in a human body subject to pain, agony, thirst, hunger, temptations and trials (Hagee DVD The Lost Blessing). John’s introduction talks of the Christ who is coming in the clouds and whom every eye shall see. John describes the Christ who has LOVED us, who has WASHED us from our sins, and who has MADE us kings and priests. The work for us is complete because of where He is, resurrected in heaven and full of power and authority.
“I AM the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End”, tell of Jesus’ eternal Presence and part of the Godhead and that He “who is, and who was” is to come again.

Jesus says to John in Rev 1:17-18 "Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.  I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. ….” The awesome vision before John of a man clothed in white down to His feet with a gold sash would have told Him he stood before a priest, but the Man with eyes like flames of fire and a tongue as sharp as a sword, with a thunderous voice would bring a trembling to most men. The resurrected Christ holds stars in His hands and His glory is as bright as the sun, is it no wonder John falls as if dead at His feet.

His Passion for the Church

In Rev 1:12, 20 we see a Christ who remains in the midst of His church. He stands in the midst of the lamp stands which represent the church, and He holds seven stars in His hand. He cares for, treasures, directs and sends out angels to watch over the churches. He watches intently over the church as we see in the messages He releases to the churches in Revelation 2 & 3.

His passion to the church of Ephesus is revealed as He tells them He is watching them and sees all of their ways. He lists their good points and then tells how His heart aches for their first love, but encourages them after calling them to repentance by saying He too hates the things they hate. What an encouragement to know that Jesus loves the things we do right, and His hearts desire is to complete the work He began in us by sending a message to restore our first love.

In each of His messages to the churches He encourages and corrects, calling them to Paradise and the tree of life, to the crown of life, to hidden manna and the white stone possibly symbolising the entrance ticket to the marriage feast, to power over the nations, to be clothed in white garments, and never to be blotted out of the Book of Life, to be pillars of the Temple and to sit with Him.
The unveiling of Jesus in priestly garments in the midst of His church speaks volumes to us about being in the church age before the rapture with Christ actively involved in ensuring He is revealed through the church attaining His standards (Hagee and Tim LaHaye timeline depictions). The church needs its angelos (Adam Clarkes Commentary), messengers, pastors to bring home His encouragement to grow in what it is doing well and repent from her failures.
Christ the Gentleman
Is it not amazing that the King of kings never enforces His will. As we have just seen He calls the churches to greater levels of obedience and encourages them with what awaits them. In Rev 3:20 speaking to the churches, rather than the unsaved person to whom we often quote this verse. He has the resurrected ability to walk through a closed door. He has the resurrected power to blow it down, speak it open, make it disappear, but He WAITS and KNOCKS. He is the perfect gentleman always giving us the choice before His return to receive His invitation.
The One upon the Throne

John’s appearance in the throne room in Revelation 4 & 5 brings about a partial unveiling of Jesus in heaven, ruling in power. John is unable to fully describe the magnificence of the One on the throne, but beautifully describes His appearance as like jasper and sardius, stones of princely blood red colour, surrounded by the thrones of the elders, a rainbow, a sea of glass, and the four living creatures. The setting is magnificent, and befitting an out of this world King, and an out of this world experience. 

At this juncture in John’s revelation we have unveiled Jesus being heralded (Rev 5:12)  as the Lamb worthy to receive everything, by the heavenly host. The Lamb who made us kings and priests through the work of the cross is recognised in heaven and earth and beneath the earth. 

Authority to release judgement, Faithful and True, Eyes and Tongue
Having unveiled the Jesus who has done everything to make final claim on all of creation, we become aware of His personal right to release judgements upon the earth. Only One who has done everything to provide an opportunity for mankind to have a relationship with Almighty God, can release judgement that is Faithful and True Rev 19:11. Jesus’ eyes can pierce our innermost being burning as they gaze at us with a love that searches the depths of our heart. His tongue which can cut off all the rubbish, will cut through all our excuses. Jesus repeatedly demonstrated on earth His ability to perceive what people were thinking and demolish arguments, in heaven His very appearance will tell us we cannot get away with anything. (R T Kendall Chapters 23-25)
Jesus gathers those in whom there is no deceit

Jesus gathers to Himself all those in whom there is no deceit Rev 14:5. This very phrase is used to describe Nathanael when Jesus calls Him as a disciple adding “Behold a true Israelite … “. God wrestled with Jacob whose name means deceiver and renamed him Israel. Rev 7 & 14 talk of the 144,000 who follow Jesus (the Lamb) wherever He goes Rev 14:4, these may be Jews or those without deceit qualify to be joined to Him. This reveals a Jesus seeking true disciples right to the end of time.
The Harvester
In Rev 14:14 we have unveiled Jesus sitting on a cloud, a depiction of His ability to rest upon whatever He wants, and in whatever manifest appearance He wants. He is here described as the Son of Man, not the Lamb, and I cannot tell for sure whether John actually saw Jesus in different forms when He used various descriptions, but I imagine He did.

Jesus at this stage in the revelation is holding a sharp sickle, the harvest is ripe, and with one swift action Jesus reaps His harvest. Taking to heaven all that was won for Him before the angel swings the sickle to reap those who will receive Gods wrath. This very action reveals His nature of justice.
King of kings and Lord of lords Rev 19:16

On Jesus Robe and on His thigh are written these truths He is the King and Lord of all, and we have unveiled for us the Jesus who strikes nations, rules with a rod of iron, and tramples the winepress. Having done all that none should perish, He now has the final right to remove from the earth that which has not yielded to Him. This is the fulfilment of the expectation of the Jews in a true Messiah, one who remove all oppression, one who would establish a righteous kingdom. Jesus fulfils the heart cry of Israel and all mankind for righteousness. His very words that till now have brought life, now bring death Rev 19:21

The Rewarder of Works and He who is Coming Quickly
Rev 22:12 "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work."  
Jesus often catches us by surprise with His sudden or immediate appearances, words, miracles, it is after all the very nature of God who is without time frame. The word used in our Bibles quickly could be translated suddenly or by surprise and I believe Jesus is encouraging us to be ready for at any moment He may return for His bride. He is returning for a Bride justified by faith, but also one who has demonstrated its faith by works. We do not earn our salvation but it may surprise us to think we have rewards awaiting us in heaven including the crown of life.Jesus has bestowed upon us many gifts here on earth and here we have unveiled a Jesus who will bestow rewards upon us when we are in heaven.
Conclusion

We have a glorious unveiling of Jesus as Risen, reigning in heaven as the King of Kings, Lord of lords who is righteous in all His judgements. He is ever present amongst and watching over His church, encouraging her to grow in Him. He is returning with righteous judgements to gather to Himself His people, and to finally banish the enemy. He is a perfect gentleman giving opportunity to all to turn to Him, but ruthless when it comes to the final harvest. He will welcome His bride to the marriage feast and has rewards for all those He draws unto Himself.
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