Two Second Comings or One?
Thursday 12th February

What percentage of British people believe Jesus Christ will reappear on earth?
What percentage of American’s believe Jesus Christ will reappear on earth?
How many more time is the second coming mentioned in the OT than the first coming?

How many times is the Second Coming mentioned in the NT?

Which topic is mentioned more frequently?
NB

We cannot be totally dogmatic about the time or His second coming.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 – in this text, locate where Christ will come.

Matthew 25:31,32 Does this occur in heaven or in the air or on the earth?

Revelation 19:15-19 When Christ comes as “King of kings and Lord of lords,” where does He conquer the nations and judge the kings – in heaven or on earth?

Zechariah 14:4,9 Where specificall will Jesus come?

Mark 13:33-37. This passage describes one aspect of Jesus’ coming. Select one word based on verse 37 to describe it.

Mark 13:26. Contrast that to this verse.

Matthew 24:30. This verse describes the reaction of the people who see Christ at His coming. What is it?
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Some say the rapture and second coming happen simultaneously, others believe they are two different parts or phases of His one coming.

In the Air – the rapture – harpazo (to snatch away) Acts 8:39 the same word is used, 2 Cor 12:2-4 Paul also uses the word to describe being caught up into the third heaven.

Saints and those “asleep in Jesus”

1 Thess 4:13-18 the resurrection of all Christians before the rapture 2 Cor 5:8 absent from body present with the Lord.

The OT does not describe the rapture 

Titus 2:13

The second phase of the second coming – public appearance of Christ on earth, with glory and power, and accompanied – the glorious appearing Rev 1:7

1 Cor 3:11-15, 1 Cor 4:5a – Judgement of believers

1 Thess 4:13-18

The Comfort of Christ's Coming

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

NKJV
The Rapture According to 1 Thess 4:13-18

Verse 13: What kind of people did Paul not want the Thessalonians to be?

List Paul’s tow purposes for giving this teaching

1)

2)

To whom did Paul address this teaching?

V14:  Whom did Paul say Jesus would bring when He comes again?

V15: Where did Paul get this teaching?

What event is Paul describing?

Who will not precede the dead believers?

V16.  List the three things that will happen when the Lord descends from heaven

1)

2)

3)

Who responds first?

V17. List four things that happen in sequence?

1)

2)

3)

4)

V18. On the basis of v13 and v18 why did Paul write this passage?
The Rapture According to 1 Cor 15:50-58

V50 – How does Paul describe the resurrected body?

V51. List two parts of this “mystery” that Paul reveals.

1)

2)

V52. How fast will this change occur?

What does the trumpet signal?

V53-57 How essential is this change into the incorruptible?

What victory does Christ give us?

V58 What conclusion does Paul draw from this teaching on resurrection at the rapture?

John 14:1-3 Jesus’ reference to the rapture

Describe what Jesus was saying. Specifically identify the phase of His coming that He had in mind.

Where have the disciples lived since their death until now?

14:1-2

14:3c

Why do you think 1 Thess 4:13-18, 1 Cor 15:50-58 and John 14:1-3 are the most used at funerals of Christians?

The public, visible phase of Christ’’s Coming
Briefly summarize what these passages teach about His Glorious Appearing

Matthew 24:29-31
Matthew 25:41-46

Revelation 19:11-21

Daniel 2:35-44

Chronology of the Rapture

1. The Lord Himself will descend from His Father’s house, where He is preparing a place for us ( John 14:1-3, 1 Thess 4:16)

2. He will come again to receive us to himself. (John 14:1-3)

3. He will resurrect those who have fallen asleep in Him (deceased believers whom we will not precede – 1 Thess 4:14-15)

4. The Lord will shout as He descends (“loud command” 1 Thess 4:16 NIV) All this takes place in the “twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor 15:52)

5. We will hear the voice of an archangel – 1 Thess 4:16

6. We will also hear the trumpet call of God (1 Thess 4:16) the last trumpet for the church. (Don’t confuse this with the seventh trumpet of judgement upon the world during the Tribulation Rev 11:15)
7. The dead in Christ will rise first (the corruptible ashes of their dead bodies are made incorruptible and joined together with their spirits, which Jesus brings with Him – 1 Thess 4:16-17)

8. Then we who are alive and remain will be changed (or made incorruptible by having their bodies made “immortal” – 1 Cor 15:51,53)

9. We will be caught up (raptured) together (1 Thess 4:17)

10. We will be caught up in the clouds (where dead and resurrected believers will have a monumental reunion) 1 Thess 4:17

11. We will meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess 4:17)

12. Christ will receive us to Himself and take us to the Father’s house “that where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:3)

13. “And thus we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thess 4:17)

14. At the call of Christ for believers, He will judge all things. Christians will stand before the judgement seat of Christ (Rom 14:10, 2 Cor 5:10) described in detail in 1 Cor 3:11-15, This judgement prepares Christians for….

15. The marriage of the Lamb. Before Christ returns to earth in power and great glory. He will meet His bride, the church, and the marriage supper will take place. In the meantime, after the church is raptured, the world will suffer the unprecedented outpouring of Gods wrath, which our Lord called “the great tribulation” (Matt 24:21)
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Rapture Passages
John 14:1-3

Romans 8:19

1 Corinthians 1:7,8

1 Corinthians 15:51-53
1 Corinthians 16:22
Philippians 3:20,21

Philippians 4:5
Colossians 3:4

1 Thessalonians 1:10

1 Thessalonians 2:19

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
1 Thessalonians 5:9,23

Second Coming Passages

‘Daniel 2:44,45 Matthew 13:41
Daniel 7:9-14 Matthew 24:15-31
Daniel 12:1-3 Matthew 26:64
Zechariah 12:10 Mark 13:14-27
Zechariah 14:1-15 Mark 14:62

Luke 21:25-28

2 Thessalonians 2:1
1 Timothy 6:14

2 Timothy 4:1,8
Titus 2:13

Hebrews 9:28
James 5:7-9

Acts 1:9-11

Acts 3:19-21

1 Thessalonians 3:13

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10
2 Thessalonians 2:8

1 Peter 4:12,13

1 Peter 1:7,13

1 Peter 5:4

1 John 2:28-3:2
Jude 21
Revelation 2:25

2 Peter 3:1-14

Jude 14,15

Revelation 1:7
Revelation 19:11-20:6
Revelation 22:7,12,20
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Rapture/Blessed Hope

1. Christ comes in the air for His own

2. Rapture of all Christians

3. Christians taken to the Father’s house
4. No judgment on earth

5. Church taken to heaven

6. Imminent—could happen any moment
7. No signs

8. For believers only

9. Time of joy

10. Before the “day of wrath” (Tribulation)
11. No mention of Satan

12. The judgment seat of Christ

13. Marriage of the Lamb

14. Only His own see Him

15. Tribulation begins

Glorious Appearing

1. Christ comes with His own to earth

2. No one raptured

3. Resurrected saints do not see Father’s house
4. Christ judges inhabitants of earth

5. Christ sets up His kingdom on earth

6. Cannot occur for at least seven years

7. Many signs for Christ’s physical coming

8. Affects all humanity

9. Time of mourning

10. Immediately after Tribulation (Matthew 24)
11. Satan bound in abyss for 1,000 years

12. No time or place for judgment seat

13. His bride descends with Him

14. Every eye will see Him

15. 1,000-year kingdom of Christ begins







Practical Doctrines

· Incentives to holiness 1 John 3:1-3

· Profitable for exhorting watchfulness and faithfulness Matt 24:25; 1 John 2:28

· Patience James 5:7-8

· Death to self Col 3:3-5

· Endurance 1 Peter 1:7; 4:13

· Holy conversation and godliness 2 Pet 3:11-13

· Soberness and righteousness Titus 2:11-13

· Consolation 1 Thess 4:13-18
· Blamelessness 1 Cor 1:4-8

· Sincerity Phil 1:9-10

· Mildness Phil 4:5-6

· Hope 1 Cor 15

The Purpose of the Rapture
1. To receive the saints to Himself John 14:1-3, Eph 5:27, Rev 20:4-6

2. To resurrect the dead “in Christ” from among the wicked dead 1 Cor 15:21-23, 51-58, 1 Thess 4:13-17, Phil 3:11, 20, 21 , Rev 20:4-6

3. To take the saints to heaven where they will receive judgement for works done in the body; receive their rewards; and partake of the marriage supper, John 14:1-3; Col 3:4; 1 Thess 3:13; 2 Cor 5:10; Rev 19:1-11

4. To change the bodies of saints to immortality, 1 Cor 15:21-23, 51-58; Phil 3:2-21

5. To present the saints before God the Father, to be forever with Him 1 Thess 3:13; 4:13-17

6. To make saints “whole” in body, soul, and spirit 1 Thess 3:13; 5:23; The Greek word translated “at” to make the passage clear, as it is translated in 1 Thess 2:19; 3:13

7. To receive the fruit of the early and latter rain James 5:7

8. To cause the saints to escape the tribulation and “all these things” and stand before the Son of Man Luke 21:34-36; 2 Thess 2:7-8; Rev 4:1; 1 Thess 5:9

9. To remove the hinderer of lawlessness 2 Thess 2:1-8

10. To permit the revelation of the Antichrist 2 Thess 2:1-8

Qualifications for Partakers in the Rapture

To be “in Christ” is stated and revealed in the passages on reasons for the rapture, whether dead or alive

1. Be “Christ’s” 1 Cor 15:23; Gal 5:24

2. Be “in Christ” 1 Thess 4:16-17; 2 Cor 5:17

3. Be “blessed and holy” Rev 20:4-6

4. “Have done good” John 5:28-29

5. Be in “the way, the truth, and the life” John 14:1-6

6. Be “worthy” Luke 21:34-36

7. Be in “the church” or “body of Christ” Eph 5:27; 1 Cor 12:13. The body of Christ and the church are the same Eph 1:22-23; Col 1:18,24

8. Purify “himself, even as He is pure” 1 John 3:2-3; 2 Cor 7:1; Gal 5:16-24; Col 1:18, 24

9. Be without “spot or wrinkle … and without blemish” Eph 5:27

